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History :Hi s tory :   
  
I .  Hi s tor ica l  forcesI .  Hi s tor ica l  forces   
  
- unt i l  17unt i l  17 t ht h  c. like most of W. Africa, divided into principalities c. like most of W. Africa, divided into principalities  
- One chief had fight with brother moved to One chief had fight with brother moved to Abomey Abomey and took and took 

neighboring kingdom of Dan, which became known as Dahomey (in neighboring kingdom of Dan, which became known as Dahomey (in 
Dan’ s  be l ly)Dan’ s  be l ly)   

- pledged to leavpledged to leav e more land than inherited/resulted in war after ware more land than inherited/resulted in war after war   
- re la t ionship  wi th  Yoruba  of  Niger ia  a f fectedre lat ionship  wi th  Yoruba  of  Niger ia  a f fected   
  
- Benin borders  shaped by three  forces :Benin borders  shaped by three  forces :   
- (1) Dahomey major economic and political force in pre(1) Dahomey major economic and political force in pre--colonial colonial 

t imes ,  f rom Sava lou to Togo to Niger iat imes ,  f rom Sava lou to Togo to Niger ia   
- Portugeuse  had  poPortugeuse  had  ports  at  Ouidah and Porto Novorts  at  Ouidah and Porto Novo   
- (2)German and Br i t i sh  presence  in  Togo and Niger ia(2)German and Br i t i sh  presence  in  Togo and Niger ia   
- (3)French came in the 1800’s and gained control of the coast, desired (3)French came in the 1800’s and gained control of the coast, desired 

to  expand north  to  Burk ina  Faso  and Nigerto  expand north  to  Burk ina  Faso  and Niger   
  
I I .  T radeI I .  T rade   
  
- Dahomey traded with the EuropeansDahomey traded with the Europeans--prisoners of war sprisoners of war sold into slavery old into slavery 

in  r e turn  for  gunsin  re turn  for  guns   
- s lave  t rade  dominated 18s lave  t rade  dominated 18 t ht h -- 1919 t ht h  c .   c .    
- average of 10,000 slaves a year shipped to Brazil, Haiti, Caribbeanaverage of 10,000 slaves a year shipped to Brazil, Haiti, Caribbean  
- trade involved development of competition, modern world economy, trade involved development of competition, modern world economy, 

t ransport  of  ideast ransport  of  ideas   



- King Ghezo modernized his weaponKing Ghezo modernized his weaponry through European imports, ry through European imports, 
introduced the production of palm oil ,  traded with Franceintroduced the production of palm oil ,  traded with France   

- slave trade ended in 1851, major powers tried to secure themselves here slave trade ended in 1851, major powers tried to secure themselves here 
with  l i t t le  successwith  l i t t le  success   

  
I I I .  Modernizat ionI I I .  Modernizat ion   
  
- WW2 Dahomey modernized rapidly, forming unions and politWW2 Dahomey modernized rapidly, forming unions and political ical 

pa r t i e spa r t i e s   
- 1960 became independent1960 became independent   
- 1963 military coup, over next nine years, 5 coups ,9 changes in 1963 military coup, over next nine years, 5 coups ,9 changes in 

government ,  and  5  d i f fe rent  const i tut ionsgovernment ,  and  5  d i f fe rent  const i tut ions   
- Army deposed the leader Soglo in 1967 by knocking on his doorArmy deposed the leader Soglo in 1967 by knocking on his door   
- 1972 Kerekou seized control, led Marxist government1972 Kerekou seized control, led Marxist government until 1990 until 1990  


